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BOOK   abolished . . . Ireland would peaceably and without violence

^   ^. ; obtain its legislative independence, linked to Great Britain by

1880-82. faQ bond of the Crown"; and he went on in weighed phrases to

maintain that separation was a right, though something short of

it might be expedient. On this the clash would come sooner or

later between the Radical leader and the Irish leader.

xm
Stroke and counter-stroke folio wed fast. At Leeds, on October 7,
Gladstone with the thunder and lightning of language denounced
Parnell as a preacher of hatred and plunder, and warned him
that the "resources of civilisation against its enemies are not yet
exhausted". At Wexford the Irish leader mocked at the Prime
Minister's rebukes, and held him up to scorn as a "masquerad-
ing knight-errant". Ministers were brought to town for a sudden
Cabinet held on Wednesday, October 12. After four hours'
deliberation, Chamberlain not demurring now, but accepting
sterner coercion "with all its consequences", they decided to
seize Parnell. The Chief Secretary hurried to Dublin with the
order.
Next day Parnell was arrested and taken to Ejilmainham gaol.
All these things had happened in a few days, since Chamberlain's
letter to Dttke. There was to be another reverberating week of
stroke and counter-stroke. From Kilmainham, to keep the
movement going and to temporise with its extremists, Parnell
launched the No-Rent Manifesto which he despised. The Cabinet
instantly suppressed the League by proclamation. In honesty
and laceration of soul Iforster was fighting a man's fight, though
not that of a great man. How kindly the gods look down
on a good man struggling with adversity depends much upon
whether the man has been wise as well as good. The stubborn,
warm-hearted ex-Quaker had now staked his all on coercion and
strained its utmost resources. A short period must determine the
issue one way or the other and his own fate.
These scenes fixed a world's attention. Only two in the world
fully knew that the theme of All for Love was involved. How
this vivid thread works into the texture of the present narrative
will quickly appear.